Within the Debian community, there is a strong sense of loyalty and brand
awareness. Sponsoring a large conference is a good method of ingratiating your
brand with the attendees. Past Debconfs have shown great opportunities for
networking. These are not only traditional contact building opportunities, but also
potentially excellent for recruitment. DebConf sponsors are classified according to
the amount of money put into the organizing of the conference.

Each sponsorship level is defined by donation levels and by benefits ofsponsorship

and appreciation for the sponsorship received.

Platinum (more than 25,000 EUR)
Exclusive size and placement of the logo in all conference related material
Banner in conference lobby
Possibility of having a stand during DebianDay
Logo on video transmissions
45 minute slot for giving a free software related talk

Gold (between 15,000 and 25,000 EUR)
Special size and placement of the logo in all conference related material

How DebConf can benefit you

Banner in conference lobby
Possibility of having a stand during DebianDay
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Logo on video transmissions

Silver (between 5,000 and 15,000 EUR)
Logo printed in all conference related material

Banner in conference lobby

Bronze (between 1,000 and 5,000 EUR)
Logo printed on t-shirts and on web pages

Steel (less than 1,000 EUR)
Logo on web pages

Non-monetary contributions (hardware donation or lending, special event
funding, etc) willof course also be taken into account for the sponsor

categorization.

DebConf

Caceres - Spain

http://debconf9.debconf.org Further Information
Should you have any queries, please feel free to contact the team by email at
sponsors@debconf.org
Debian and the Debian swirl logo are trademarks
of Software in the Public Interest, Inc. Thank you for your time in reading this proposal, and we hope to hear from you

S001.
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Education

The talks and Bird of a Feather sessions that
occur during DebConf add to the knowledge of
those attending. This helps broaden and share
the knowledge and experience of individual
developers with the entire community. It
encourages others to get involved in
specialized areas, and creates a better
overview on how to move Debian forward.

Work Groups

The ability for people to work together in a
group creates some of the most productive
sessions that Debian has experienced. To have
everyone in one place, at the same time,
working on the same system allows the
participants to bounce ideas off each other
instantaneously.

Networking

People come away from DebConf with renewed
enthusiasm for Debian and its goals. DebConf
gives people a chance to meet face to face,
socialise and brainstorm new ideas.The latest
ideas and systems that Debian implements

This is the kind of peer-to-peer
networking that makes open
source conferences like
DebConf6 worthwhile. It wasn't
a teacher/student relationship.
It was two hackers sharing
knowledge with each other.
Perhaps this pair had talked
before in IRC or by email, but it
looked to me as if this was their
first face-to-face meeting, and
knowledge was flying back and
forth between them at a rate
not even the most sophisticated
online conference software
could have handled.

The knowledge they shared
will, no doubt, improve Debian
-- and by extension will help
improve GNU/Linux for
everyone, whether they use
Debian (or a Debian
derivative), SUSE, Fedora,
Gentoo, Mandriva, or any other
distribution.

Why sponsor DebConf?

Because the Debian Project doesn't engage in commercial activities, it depends on donations from well-wishers. A
modest amount of sponsorship would not only help Debian immensely but would reap huge dividends in terms of
goodwill in the Linux community at large.

Looking at the historic development of the event, a general trend of increasing importance and (corporate) interest
can be seen. The long distance to travel to Argentina in 2008 had a negative effect on attendance; instead, a large
number of people could participate remotely thanks to the sterling efforts of the video team.

Year / Venue People Budget (USD) s
2000 - Bordeaux, France 30 0 o

2001 — Bordeaux, France 50 0 /\

2002 - Toronto, Canada 90 5,000 il 1
2003 — Oslo, Norway 130 25,000 -

2004 - Porto Alegre, Brazil 150 75,000

2005 — Helsinki, Finland 300 130,000 o [
2006 — Oaxtepec, Mexico 310 150,000

2007 — Edinburgh, Scotland 400 180,000

2008 — Mar del Plata, Argentina 225 160,000 100+ ' AEAE)
This year, for DebConf 9 in Céaceres, Spain, we are | ’_ _ Ll
expecting 400 attendees, and require a budget to w00 " aom T omer T oaes | osom | oaes | oaws | wom 2003
match. | B Mol = Byl (050]

How you can help DebConf

There are a number of ways in which we could benefit from sponsorship.:

Robin 'Roblime' Miller - Newsforge

often start as an informal get-together at
DebConf.

- Travel expenses for actively involved developers who would otherwise be unable to attend.

- Hardware (borrowed) for the event. We will set up networking and need a few central servers for cpu-intensive tasks,

a number (30-50) of notebooks as well as networking equipment (switches and wireless access points).

- Food and beverages for the HackLab and the conference. We plan to have more than one common dinner, since these

events provide an opportunity for the entire group to gather in a community-building setting.
- T-shirts with this year's Debconf logo (front) and sponsors' logos (back), estimated at 4k EUR
- A day trip for all participants to local sights and places of interest or recreation. (~10k EUR)

We're also always happy to hear alternative suggestions for sponsorship: if you can help, we'd like to talk to you!
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